Morton students say ‘outen tag to Germany

By Dawn Nichting Although he said he was COMLAETY
e OaDes excited w go, Minwon said he 1'.-lu:u:un said, At the begin-
Very linde wime passed bebore gocasionally did wonder what ning of the bus rde, there was

Ben Minton and Crystal
Verdick of Moron felt come
furmable with their host famdlaes
in Cierrmany,

They left Peoria on a bus in
late .-F"’]:l‘" andd Hew out of
I'.,}qim.gn- three hours lner,
Minton =aid after an 11 bour

his host family would be like.
=T wasn't sure i I
wondd like the host
Bl T womabd sy
with.,™ Mineon sasd,
He said in helped
knaowing the bost fam-
ilies all 154:.[:-\'_' F.ﬂl::]i.hh.

a lot of com dmilar e what
wie would soe here,
As we got closer to
Friednchehafen,
d'lrﬂ': wend 1o
wines ifid a fvach
fnore diverse
lamdscape”

flight, they arrived in Munich Verdick said she experi- When she arrived
and pode 3 bos another thres enced similir dhoughts. at her host familys howse,
hours to arreee 0 Peorak sis- T was really lookang foruand Verdick said the honse was

ver city Friednchshafen,
Az part of the
Fraends of
Friedrchshafen's
yonth exchange
ProgTam ectahilixhed
im 1980, alwnr B0 soa-
dents come and go from

Crermany and Peona, spending

three weeks in the other coun-

try during altemating summers.

ts ity bt ek so bost
Their accent was &
heavy, it was hard to

heantifisl andl, dhe thoughe, big
for 3 (rerman hoane.

“They had a spiral smircase

gndersand them at  from the wop foor of the house
firse. Then Treshized 1o ehe basement.™ Verdick said.
[ was lnving with 2 “In the Iving room, the dad

brand new Bmily 1 had a collection of beer seins.”

Imew nothing abour”
The three-hoar bus
rde fram Munich
Friedrchshafen was an oppor-
miniey to et a view of the

When she experienced diffi-
culty sleeping, she said she sat
on the baleony, which spanned
from her own bedroum to the
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Forelgn friends: Bon Minton, right, of Morton, poses
with members of hiz German host family earlier this sum-

mer. Minton, along with Crystal Verdick of Morton, was
among area students who visited Peoria’s sister city,
Friedrichshafen, Germany.

adjoining bedroom. The view  lked the bed.
was “beeathnaleng “The pillows and blankets
Mineon ssid he especially were made of feathers and very
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Visiting Eurepa: Bon Minton and Crystal Verdick. both of Marton, were among area
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students who visited Peara's sister city. Friedrichshafen, Germany, this summer,

Germany
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comfortable,” Minton said.

After an eardy night o bed,
the stadents were refreshied and
ready 1o experience life in
Crermany:

“[t was amazing!” Verdick
saml. “Tt was really nteresting o
o bwo hours inany direction
;hd l:hl_l up i nuu:ll;hl.:r l;l:r.lnl'.r:.-'.'

Both Minton and Verdick vis-
ived 2 casale in Crermany.

*The Newschwanstein Castle
is the castle that they based
Wilt Disneys casthe off in,”
Verdick saich. “Tt was elaborarely
decorated. Froan any window
woru ool see monains wd
lirtle cities wind rollisgg hills,™

Minten said he beft the casde
towar with his hist brother,
Lukas, 15,

“We went off on our own,
and ke told me where the bath-
ops are and where the weapons
wiere made,” Minton wid “T
was really conl seeing some-
thing from a really long ome
agn hecanse we don't have any-
thing like that here,”

In Ulm, the cry where Albern
Einstein was born, MNmoon ssid
he also visited a cathedral,

“Tt was resally big and we went
150 meters up into it where we
contld see a bunch of dties. The
stones were 4l hand-carved and
it had all these cool designs,”
Mimton said. "They started
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amdl finished it in 1890,

Verdicks host fanily took her
w France and wo the Exropean
Limzcn, Bosh Misvoon aaul
Verdick went o the
Sechasendest wd the Zeppelin
Mumcum

The students alse amerded
clases with their German fami-
lics,

The school was really differ-
ent,” Minton sad. ""T'|'||.-_1I,'
werTeEnr t as Lerious shoat 1t a4 we
are. The English rescher got
upret and left the classroam.”™

Verdick said, “They were very
lerdent on mrdines. If the
teachers were absent, they did-
't have class, There were no
substimite teachers"™
. Even though the schools were
different, both Minton and

erdick said they want to retum
tor Crermany:

Verdick b IILEI"II Sadss chwto-
kate and Germany gumimy bears
hoene with her. She said her
host father surprised her with a
filkyear-ald beer stein and some
ol forergn money

I refurn, she said she wnds
him the mew quarters froim each
SLe.

Both szid the mip was some-
thing they wanied wr do again,

“German hospitality i wooe-
Ing — InMandce acccptance;,”
Verdick said “T got to leam a
new culware in an entirely dif-
ferent part of the world where
they have different views and
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Mamy of the shops close at 6
Prtik, &N e ong works on
Sumwlay, Assile froo that, she
sail, shve apprecael the con-
versations among family memn-
b,

“They have amazingly chse
famibies and car dinmer, break-
fast and hunch wogether,”
Verdicl: suid.

.’|.|||1|:m3'|1| dhe sakd she had a
hard o= :idi1.|.i.|:i:r:|_.|: o Hhe Eu-m].
she dhiel pecquire a trste fiw
Foasespanzle

“It i the hesr dish ever”
Verdick s

As for Aumerican food, Minton
sanl he really missal eggs for
hreakdast, Verdick said while she
was in Cermany, e mised
American breakfasy foods, bat .
now that she is back in the
states, she misses dnnking
Esjares O |,=“r||.n;i|.‘u.r with
EVEDY ikl

“I really liked the people and
the culoure aver there, The
fiwad weas OO, bt [ was happy
ton have Amencan food back.”

Verdwk sand the first day she
WERT to a7 KoE cream prarlor
with her host ssver, Brito.
There they saw Brioas gym
vexcher, andd he said he expecoed
Werdick o be far

“He thoughe all Amercans
are fat and cat fast food ™
Werdick sid.

Proving the stereotype wrong,
Verdick ald ham, =1 dislde fas
Pioerd,”



