Richwoods grad gets taste Qf (Germany

5arah Storey Smiles
Eﬂdﬂn‘w

There was a time, not long ago, when Justin
Saboury thought only about his own birtke comer
of the workd, The 18-year-old Richwoods High
Schweol graduate made plans for college, went w
work and hung our with Fiends in Peoria He
liked his lifestyle pust fine, and while he knew
other culares existed, he never experienced them
firathandd,

The summer of 2004 ded Sabourys view
of the wordd. Oin .-'i.nE'. i, he and 20 acher Penria-
area teenagers rerummed from the Friende of
Friedrichshafen youth exchange trip to Peoriaks
sster city i southermn Cremmiany,

O s firsy day in Crermany, Saboury said his
host Eamaly took him on a tour of the maim harbor
sarrounding the vilbige of Immenstaad, The
young Amenican took in the besuty of Lake
Constance, sinuated on the Rhine Biver a5 the
borders of Germany, Switeerland and Austria.
During his three-week sdventure, Saboury said he
gulfed, shopped and partied with his German

o, 4 1 T-year-old mamed Cyril Pietsch,

Saboury said Fietsch was an “amarzing violinist,”
and saw him perform in concerts at the fmous
Church of Birnau and in 2 castle in Termang.

“The avoustics of the om0 e astle were
perfect,” Saboury recalled. “The castle was very
ald, Parts of it were destroved during World War
I1, Bt it haad been refurbished, There was a cen-
tral courtyard, a fountin and gargoyles in the
hallwsays, It was omate, it was a really nice castde.”

Druring a violin concerto in the city of Markdorf,
Saboury videoraped his German friend while a
FEpHIrTer row ik r.'d‘:l{l'il:u:n: bR nr.lrh;.'. The nest tl.:.:,',
Saboury read about himself in the local newspa-
per. Apparently, his presence at the concert pro-
vidked a good intro for the amicle.

“The journalis: wrote: “This must be good,
because he's videotaping it and he’s going v show
it to his city, which is close o Chicago, in the
U5, Saboury said with a grin.

Sahoury not only enpwved his parmes’s viokn

#Hil Hkhwm:h graduate Justin Saboury, 15,, ﬂamh with his hun, Cyril Flnum

in Munich, Germany.

solos, but also checked out the nightlife ar
Crerman techno clube, In contrast to Amencan
chubs, which are spaciows, "crany™ and filled with
distractions, Saboury said, mghtclubs in Cermuny
are small, dark underground rooms where “every-
bosdy's really into the mmusic, not just there 1o meet
people.”

His host family wok him o Swirzerland for a
day, where the Aimencan filned the Rhein Falls
from a boat, And SJth:.' visited the land of the
“Sound of Musc" when the whole group of stu-
dents spent a day in Austria, and went up on a lift
to Phnder Mountin.

On 3 dayinip to Munich, Sabowry said he saw
people from all walks of life converge on the ary
tos shop and commute, much like Michigan

Avenue in Chicago. There he discovered 2 record
shop that sold rare drum and bass rechno music
from the United Kingdom, and bought 10 vinyd
recards,

Saboury said one of the big difierences he expe-

nenced was how the Germans handle thesr liguor.

“Une of the biggest culture shocks for me was
how miech (Germans) drink and don't let it go to
their heads. You come from bere, and everybody

yues crazy when they're drinking. You go there ...

when they are drunk, they ac completely nor-
mal.”

The legal drinking age in Germany is 16,

The legal age to drive a car, on the uah-:rhmrj.
is 18. Saboury described the Autobahn as “crazy,”
with drivers geming arrested for driving slow in
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the left lane. He said gas coses about four times
mazre than in the United States. which sccounis
for the high number of becyeliss in Germany.

Sabenery said there were pros and cons to lving
3 German lifestyle. He said he didn't see a single
obese person (presumably because of daily biking
toy work and the grocery store, exc.), and the air i
clean. But the cost of livieg & high in Germany,
Saboury poanted out,

Seeing how other cultures live has opened up a
new workd for Saboury. “Before going on this wrip,
I weas oy wsed oo miy Bifestyvle, | went there and
saw @ omiplewely differem lifestyle. Irs like —
wow — we'te not the only ones on this planes.”

A for his new German Friends, Sabwoury said
they all spoke Englsh when he was present and
made him feel welcome. And the American sto-
dlt.l"l[ i ﬂ'!i:l'll:i:l’!ﬁ' st rv:h.l.rn'l.ng the 'Fi.wu' NEXT
ammmer, when he might be & hostwo o German
IEE AT, His [partrier, Pietech, was an m}:ang‘:
studdent last sumamer, and boved mwtor hiking with
his host Family in rural Bartomsalle.

“Cymil liked our Lifestyle.” Saboury said, and
added that his partner wants to retum o Amernica,
rent a Harley and go on a read trip from Chicago
10 Peora, and cross-country to California.

In its 25th year, the Peoria-Friedrichshafen pro-
gram is the longest continueus-running youth
exchange in the United States. According to
exchange coordinator Ere Hoadley, the goal of
the progeram is w0 build stronger ties berween
Peona and it sister city by sending local students
1o Friedrichshafen and bringing German
ieenagers w Pooria the following summer,

“While the: kids had a wonderful dme, they're
not done. The program comes full drdle when
Genman studens come o Pooria next yoar,”
Headley explained. “We may think of Peoria as
ordinary, but they're just a5 Bscinated with our
way of life as we are with theirs™

For more information on hosting students from
Grermany, contact Hoadley st 266-6820 or visit
the Friends of Friedrichshafen Wb site at
W, PeOrasRIErCity ong.



